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To the Flonorable the
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND:

Tye Memorial of a Convention of citizens of the states of

Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania and Ohio, and of the District of Co-
lumbia, respecifully sheweth—

That this Convention assembled at the city of Baltimore, in the month
of November last, and was composed of Delegates, who represented near-
ly Two Millions of Inhabitants; and were chosen in consequence and in
pursuance of an invitation, given by a pablic meeting of the citizens of Al-
leghany county, Maryland—which requested the constituents of said Con-
vention, to send delegates thereto, “for the purpose of considering and
“ adopting such measures, as should seem most likely to cause the Ches-
« apeake and Ohio Canal to be soon firished, and such other Works of
« National character to be undertaken, as might advance the welfare of
« Maryland and her sister states.”

"Tho Convention directed that its proceedings should be published, and
copies thereof wiil be furmshed to your honorable body. From these you
will perceive, that its deliberations were characterized by great zeal and un-
usiial harmeny: that several commitlces were appointed to Report, on the
Revenue, and Cost of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canai—and iis infiuence
on the time and price of transportation; and that others, were instructed
i invoke the aid of Congress—of the Legislatures of Virginia and Pcnn-
svlvania, and of the municipal authorities of Baltimore.

" *These Reports and Memorials have been prepared with great carc and

“ability :—they are published with the procecdings of the Convention, and

so fully and well explain the origin, progress, condition, wants, prospects,
and future usefulness of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, as greatly to
abridge the task that was devolved on the committee, who were appointed
15 invoke the further aid of Maryland, for that great work.

That this Canal should be regarded as a Work of INationai imporiance,
none entertain a doubi ; for all pereeive, that it will furnish a necessary,
cheap, expeditious and central ineans of intercourse between the inhabit-
ants of this Union ;—and that, whilst it ministers to their personal comfort
and prosperity, it will bind together the several communities of which they
are members, by the endearing ties of a common interest, and thus promote
the gencral welfare. That this view of the subject shouid have fixed iheai-
tention of the National Government on this Work—procure: for it an ap-
propriation of National Treasure, and given rise to the desire that its di-
mensions might be eniarged to meet the N ational wants—seem but the na-

tural consequences of a wish to reap the advanlages that would follow the

comnlotinn of even the Tastern scaiien of the Canal and arise from an aug-
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